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Abstract

This study examines the role of small businesses in reducing narcotic crop cultivation in Badghis
Province, Afghanistan. Due to favorable geographic and economic conditions, Badghis has been
one of the key centers of poppy cultivation, where poverty and unemployment have driven farmers
toward illicit crops. The research aims to analyze how the development of small enterprises can
decrease farmers’ dependence on narcotic cultivation and create sustainable employment
opportunities. A mixed-methods approach was used, combining quantitative and qualitative data
collected through stakeholder interviews and questionnaires. Findings indicate that supporting
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small businesses in agriculture, handicrafts, and services can generate stable income and
employment for rural communities, encouraging a shift toward legal and productive activities.
However, limited infrastructure, lack of access to finance and banking services, and weak
managerial skills remain major challenges. The study recommends strengthening infrastructure,
farmer training, crop diversification, and sustainable market development for alternative products.
Keywords: Drugs, Small Trade, Badghis Province, Afghanistan, Economic
Developmen.
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